Book reviews
The Management of Impaired Fertility by Margaret Moore White MD(Lond) FRCS(Eng) FRCOG and the late V B Green-Armytage MD FRCP FRCS FRCOG pp xii+ 320 illustrated 63s London: Oxford University PIress 1962 When two consultants of the eminence of the late Mr Green-Armytage and Miss Moore White share their wide experience and together write on a subject in which each is internationally famous, it can be assumed that the resultant book will command wide attention.
In spite of its price this is not a large book. It is lucid, concise, easy and pleasant to read. The development, anatomy and function of the male and female reproductive systems are described in less than 30 pages. This constitutes the first of five parts. The remaining four deal with the causes of impaired fertility, its investigation, medical and surgical treatment, and male sub-fertility. Included in six appendices are a description of the cornification index and instructions for taking measurements for a peculiar instrument described as the coitus training apparatus, which will be new to most readers.
Emphasis throughout is on surgical procedures, and many valuable practical points in technique are described, but critical readers may feel there is little attempt to assess the value of some of the procedures advocated. Successful pregnancy following operation on double uteri is recorded, but readers with experience of successes without surgical intervention will wonder when the authors advocate operating and when they leave things to nature.
In spite of these criticisms this book can be warmly recommended.
Renal Disease edited by D A K Black MD FRCP ppxi+636 illustrated 84s Oxford: Blackwell Scientific Publications 1962 In such a rapidly developing field as renal disease reviews become out of date quickly. This volume is an excellent survey of the present views of some of those who have contributed to this active and exciting part of medical endeavour. Each contributor has thoughtfully presented and argued his own views of his topic. On the whole this arrangement has worked well, the coverage being wide and deep with little overlap between contributors. Whatever the editor may say, the credit for this excellent arrangement must be his.
The book is divided into three parts; the first describing the anatomy and physiology of the kidney, including electron microscopy and the relationship of age to renal function; the second deals with the newer approaches to the group of nephritic and nephrotic disorders, acute and chronic renal failure and the value of tests of renal function and percutaneous renal biopsy; the third covers the interaction of the kidney on the body as a whole, and renal tubular disorders, and ends with a very able discussion of the genetic aspects of renal disease.
In these days of high cost poor quality publications this book is of outstanding value. It will be, for some years to come, a book that must be read by all interested in the subject of renal disease for its intrinsic merit and as a valuable source of reference.
Text-book of Orthopiedic Medicine Vol 1 Diagnosis of Soft Tissue Lesions by James Cyriax MD(cantab) MRCP(Lond) 4th ed pp xiv+735 illustrated 55s London: Cassell 1962 This is the fourth edition since 1947 of Dr Cyriax's well-known treatise on the diagnosis, localization and treatment of medical disorders of the locomotor system.
Although fully revised, it closely follows the pattern of previous editions, with a preliminary and rather controversial consideration of joint pathology and pain mechanisms, followed by an account of the principles on which the author has based his diagnostic techniques, which sound so logical in theory but demand much experience for their correct interpretation in practice.
The bulk of the text consists of a regional analysis of locomotor lesions and how to localize them. Here again, apart from some dubious interpretations, there is much to be learned from the routine examination procedures which are advocated. Final sections concern methods of general and local anesthesia and psychogenic factors in pain production.
For the first time in this edition Cyriax discusses briefly his views on sclerosing injections into ligaments, and one gathers that he has not yet drawn any final conclusions about these techniques. He does, however, describe the disappointing results of the experiment in which the sclerosing solution was injected into 22 rabbits with entirely negative results.
The most disappointing section of this book is the new and long-awaited statistical analysis of his results. No information is given about case selection, sampling techniques, methods of assessment or length of follow-ups, and as no controls are quoted, the figures are largely without meaning. This is a pity because the absence of properly validated clinical research remains the main chink in Dr Cyriax's otherwise interesting armoury, and his theories are unlikely to find universal acceptance until he produces some unassailable evidence.
Diseases of the Thyroid by W R Trotter DM(oxon) MRCP(Lond) pp vii+ 195 32s 6d Oxford: Blackwell Scientific Publications 1962 This slim volume contains just what the Membership candidate needs to know about the thyroid gland, its diseases and their management. The author writes lucidly and always from the point of view of the practising physician. Theories are mentioned and have their proper place but personal experience of patients with thyroid disease provides most of the information in these pages.
The opening chapter on iodine and its isotopes is very clear and placed in its proper position in the book. There are enough facts about normal thyroid physiology and then each of the main groups of diseases; simple goitre, toxic goitre, malignant goitre and thyroiditis are dealt with in turn. The book is wonderfully free from errors and printing mistakes. The only criticism is that all the references are lumped together at the end of the book instead of being placed at the ends of their respective chapters. A book to buy.
Behavioral Changes in Patients
Following Strokes by Montague Ullman MD pp viii+ 103 $5.25 Springfield, Ill.: Charles C Thomas 1962 This is a useful monograph describing some of the behavioural changes seen in 300 patients with various cerebrovascular lesions studied by a team consisting of a psychiatrist, a psychologist and a psychiatric social worker at the Bellevue Hospital, New York City, during a three-year period (1957) (1958) (1959) (1960) . The indications for psychiatric help and hospitalization are presented, and relevant details of 64 cases are given, some containing interesting accounts by patients of their thoughts and subjective reactions associated with the stroke; and the significance of stress as a precipitating factor is discussed. It is made clear that the various reactive states are largely determined by the degree of brain damage and resultant defects in all aspects of cognitive functioning, and are also influenced by the severity and duration of the physical disabilities. Chapters are devoted to depressive reactions and sexual sequelk, and the psychiatric aspects of rehabilitation, the importance of motivation, the patient's life situation, and the influence of premorbid personality are considered. The observations and discussion on anosognosia and denial phenomena are of special interest, although the anatomical site of all the lesions is not always known, as is almost inevitable in material consisting of cases of cerebrovascular disease. Nevertheless, with the psychiatric approach, the author recognizes the importance of the interplay of neurological and psychological features in shaping the behavioural sequelh, and this book should appeal to all concerr.ed with the care of patients suffering strokes. It is a very definite improvement on the second edition. Part 1, occupying 351 pages, describes the radiological changes in diseases of the cardiovascular system, and it is a pity that it was not issued as a separate volume. As it is, this book of 991 pages is uncomfortably heavy to handle even when reading, and certainly to carry around.
In Part 1 Dr Kerley gives a clear account of the X-ray changes seen in disorders of the heart and pulmonary circulation. It is written with a happy combination of dogmatic statements concerning the generally accepted facts, and of more controversial statements concerning matters which are not yet fully understood. Many of these opinions are quotations of other authors' views, some of which are only partially true, and on the whole Dr Kerley's personal opinions are more thought provoking and nearer the truth. It is not always easy to find the references in the bibliography, and when a book is named it would have been helpful to give the relevant page number as well.
Dr Sutton's chapter on arteriography and Dr Dow's on venography give a workman-like account of the techniques and clinical indications for these procedures.
Part 2 covers the lungs and mediastinal structures, and Dr Kerley covers the ground in a versatile and interesting manner, the sections on the collagen diseases, pulmonary fibrosis and sarcoidosis being particularly stimulating.
Many new blocks have been made for this edition, and on the whole the illustrationsshow the points described; this may be aided by the mixture of positive and negative reproductions, some shadows showing better in one than the other method. The captions might well have been longer in some cases to help the student to see some of the less obvious shadows.
